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CLAIMS 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A test paddle for connection to a relay for use by test equipment to test the relay. 

comprising: 

a body portion having a handle configured for grasping by an individual; and 
a contact extending from the body portion. 

2. The test paddle of Claim 1, wherem the body portion is further defined as having an upper 
surface defining a stud opening, a lower surface, a first end having a contact opening 
associated with the stud opening and a barrier extending from the first end of the body, and 
wherein a stud extends through the stud opening on the upper surface of the body portion, 
the contact electrically coupled to the stud. 

3. The test paddle of Claim 2, wherein the contact extends through the contact opening on the 
first end of the body portion. 

4. The test paddle of Claim 1, wherein the handle is coupled to the body and configured for 
grasping by the hand of an individual to promote insertion and removal the test paddle from 
the relay. 

5. The test paddle of Claim 1 , wherein the handle is integral to the body portion. 

6. The test paddle of Claim 1, wherein the handle and body portion are unitarily formed. 

7. The test paddle of Claim 2, wherein the contact is fiirther defined as a knife contact and 
wherein a portion of the stud is threaded to couple to a binding post. 

8. The test paddle of Claim 2, wherein the body portion, the handle and the barrier are 
constructed of a polymeric material. 



13 



AttyDkt: 4100-01101 

9. The test paddle of Claim 8. wherein the polymeric material is further defined as ABS 
plastic, 

10 The test paddle of Claim 2, wherein the first end has a plurality of contact openings, the 
upper surface has a plurality of stud openings, and wherein a plurality of studs extend 
through the plurality of stud openings and a plurality of contacts extend through the 
plurality of contact openings such that each of the plurality of studs electrically 
communicates with at one of the contacts. 

1 1 The test paddle of Claim 1 , wherein handle is defined as having at least one grasping edge 
and wherein the grasping edge of the handle is further defined as knurled about an upper 
and lower surfaces of the grasping edge. 

12. A binding post connectable to a stud to promote electrical comiection of equipment to the 
stud, the binding post comprising: 

a cover having a first end, a second end, an rxmer chamber, and an outer surface 

configured to promote rotation of the cover; and 
an insert having a shaft coupleable to the inner chamber of the cover, the first end of 
the shaft configured to couple with the stud on the test paddle. 

13. The binding post of Claim 12, wherein the imier chamber extend from the first end to the 
second end of the cover. 

14. The binding post of Clahn 12, wherein the binding post further provided with a shoulder 
coupled to the first end of the shaft extending about the first end of the cover. 

15. The binding post of Claim 14, wherein the shoulder has a diameter greater than a diameter 
of the first end of the shaft. 

16. The binding post of Claim 12, wherein the cover is constructed of a non-conductive 
material and wherein the insert is constructed of a conductive material. 
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,7. The binding post of Claim 12, wherein *e insert is si.ed ,o be received into fte inner 

chamber of the cover. 

18 The binding pos, of Claim 12, wherein an outer surface of insert and fl.e inner chamber 
of .he cover are shaped such that a rotation effected on the cover rotates the in«rt when the 
insert is posiUoned within the inner chamber of the cover. 

19. The binding post of Claim 18,wherdntheoutersurfeceofthemsertand.heim,erchamber 

are substantially hex shaped. 

20. The binding post of Claim 12, wherein a second end of the insert is adapted to receive a 

banana jack. 

21. The binding post of Claim 12, wherein a second end of the insert is adapted to receive a 
shielded banana jack. 



22. 



The binding post of Claim .2, wherein the imrer chamber is provided with a ridge disposed 
between the first and second ends of the cover, .he ridge extending circumfer^tially about 
the inner chamber, and wherein the outer surface of the insert is provided with an amtular 
recess positioned .0 be received by fte ridge of the imter chamber to couple the tasert to the 

cover. 

23 The binding post of Claim 12, wherein the insert threadrngly couples and uncouples to the 
suad for coupling one of a spade lug and a ring lug on the stud and wherein the second end 
of the insert is configured to receive one of a regular banana jack and a shielded banana 

jack. 
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A .es. device co^ecUb.e .o a ..lay and co,mec.ab,e to .es. ecuipmen. «> .es, .he relay. *e 

test device comprising: 
a test paddle having: 

a body portion having a stud opening and a contact opening, 
a stud extending through the stud opening, 

a conuo. ex^nding Um,ugh fte con.ac, opemng and eleottically eoupled to ,he stud. 

and , J ^ 

a handle configured for grasping by the hand of an individual and provided to 

promote insertion and removal of the test paddle from the relay; and 

a binding post having: 
a cover having an inner chamber and outer surface configured to promote rotation 

ofthe cover, and 

an insert having a shaft coupleable to the inner chamber of the cover, the first end of 
the shaft configured to couple with the stud on the test paddle. 

25 H-e test device of Claim 24, wherein the body includes a plurality of stud openings and a 
' plurality of contact openings and wh«ein the test device fltrther comprising a plural,^ of 
stud extending throng the plurality of stud opemngs and a plurality of contacts extendmg 
tteough the contact openings, each of the plurality of contacts elechrically coupled to one of 

the studs. 

26. -nte test device of Claim 25, wherein a barrier extends fiom the body to inhibit contact with 

the contacts. 

27 The test device of Claim 26, fcrther comprising a plurality wherem the binding posts and 

■ whe^in the inserts of *e plurality of binding posts are d,scom.ectable ftom the respecUve 

Studs. 

28 TTte test device of Claim 24, wherein the imter chamber extending through cover (rom a 

■ firs, end to a second end of the cover and wherein a second end of insert is operable to 

couple to a banana jack. 
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29. A test paddle for connection to a relay for use by test equipment to test the relay, 
comprising: 

a body porton configured to allow a secvTe grip by an individual to promote .nserUon 

and removal of the test paddle; and 
a contact extending flx)m the body portion. 

30 The test paddle of claim 29, wherein the body portion is fitrther defmed as adapted to be a. 
■ least partially encircled by at least the fmgers of the hand of an individual to promote 
insertion and removal of the test paddle. 

31. The test paddle of Claim 30, wherein at least partially encircled the body portion to allow 
the secure grip is defined as encirclement by at least 1 80 degrees. 

32 The test paddle of claim 29, wher^n the body portion is fi«her defmed as adapted to be 
■ substantially encircled by a. least the fmgers of the hand of an individual to promote 
insertion and removal of the test paddle. 

33. The test paddle of Claim 32, wherein substantially encircling the body portion to allow the 
secure grip is defined as encirclement by at least 270 degrees. 

34. A test paddle for comiection to a relay for use by test equipment to test the relay. 

comprising: i 

a body portion having an opening in the body portion sized to receive at least the 
fingers of a hand through the body portion to promote insertion and removal of 
the test paddle; and 

a contact extending from the body portion. 
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35. A test paddle for connection to a relay for use by test equipment to test the relay, 

comprising: 

a body portion; 

a contact extending from a portion of the body portion; and 

a handle connected to the body portion, the handle sized to be grasped by an 
individual. 

36 The paddle of Claim 35. wherein *e handle is furfter defined as a first handle 
connected a first side of the body portion and a second handle connected to a second s,de of 

the body portion. 

37. The test paddle of Claim 35, wherein the contacts extend from a first end of the body 
portion and the handle connects to the second end of the body portion. 

38. The test paddle of Claim 35, wherein the handle is fiuther defined as a knob. 

39. A test paddle for comiection to a relay for use by test equipment to test the relay. 

comprising: 

a body portion having an a first surface, a first end and a second end, the second end 
elevated relative to the first surface configured such that the second end extends 
a distance toward the first end to promote insertion and removal of the test 
paddle; and 

a contact extending from the first end the body portion. 

40. The test paddle of Claim 39, wherein the second end is fiarther defined as U-shaped such 
that the second end partially arcs toward the first end. 

41 The test paddle of Claim 39, fisher comprising a raised lip extending about the second 
end, the raised lip angled toward the first end and disposed at an angle of less than 90 
degrees relative to the first surface. 
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